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Fundamental Areas that will Change the United States
[bookmark: _GoBack]In my opinion, the two fundamental areas that will change the United States in the next 150 years and have impacted life in America are society and culture, and technology. These are areas that have had a direct influence on the United States and its citizens. 
Society and Culture
	Society and culture are two different concepts that are highly related. Different societies in the United States have had different cultures since the 1870s. While culture is a representation of practices and beliefs in a group, society is composed of the people who share these beliefs and practices. I chose this area because society and culture are the backbone of the United States. The society of the United States has always been based on western culture (Luedtke, 1992). This society was in existence even before the United States became a country with unique cultural and social values. Today, the United States is among one of the most diverse countries of the world due to immigration that has existed since the era of slavery.  The development of the United States society was influenced by Irish and English settlers and the culture of the British. 
	Just like the society, the culture of the United States can be traced to early European settlement. By the 1870s, about 50% of inhabitants of the United States were English speakers (Luedtke, 1992). They also represented 60% of the white population. Therefore, the English ethnicities played an essential role in the development of societal and cultural values that led to the development of the American character today. It explains why they are still the majority today. For example, the Jeffersonian democracy has contributed to the development of the American identity. While the United States was once a melting pot, it has slowly turned into a salad bowl since the 1960s (Luedtke, 1992). The United States has focused on integrating different cultures while allowing them to maintain their identity. 
Technology
	I chose this area because it has contributed to the development of the United States. It has improved economic development, alleviated poverty, led to positive culture change, and improved communication among others. Technology is continuing to have major benefits not only for the United States but also for the entire world. From around the 19th century, technology has played a significant role in the economic development of the United States. For example, in 1874, it was applied in constructing a structural steel bridge (Public Broadcasting Service, n. d.). In 1876, it was used in developing the first telephone. By the 20th century, the United States shifted from dependence on natural resources to the utilization of resource-based knowledge provided by different professionals including engineers and scientists. Before the 20th century, the United States used technology to exploit its resources. For example, in 1892, it was applied in developing gasoline-powered cars (Public Broadcasting Service, n. d.). In 1903, it was used in developing the first plane. 
	Technology-enabled the United States to overtake Great Britain as the world economic leader. Apart from this, innovation in the United States has also been supported by the development in technology. Technology encouraged innovation in different institutions and sectors in the 19th and 20th centuries. For example, it has supported improvement in the education and industrial sectors. In 1940, it led to the creation of the Jeep, a well-known car around the world (Public Broadcasting Service, n. d.). Apart from this, it has given rise to different discoveries that have made the United States outstanding in the world. Therefore, it can be stated that technology has contributed to the superpower status of the United States. 
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